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To take an extreme assumption, however, we may
suppose the whole emigration that now leaves
Europe for America and Australia diverted suddenly
to Africa, either because prospects in Africa became
suddenly so attractive as to kindle the popular
imagination, or because the people of America and
Australia had restricted the influx of settlers by
legislation. The whole excess of emigrants over
immigrants from Great Britain may be put roughly
at a quarter of a million ; and the settlers carried
from French, German, and Italian ports can hardly
exceed 200,000 more. In the course of twenty
years this would mean that a population of 9,000,000
had been transported to a new home, and the most
favourable estimate of the natural increase of these
settlers will not raise their number above 12,000,000.
It must be admitted that a great settlement of this
kind would involve organisation and administrative
capacity of a very rare order. The colonists will
not bear to be discharged by steamers at the rate of
nearly 1200 a day at a single port, and left to find
work and sustenance as they can. They will have
to be distributed by railways over different parts of
the continent; and the work of clearing the jungle,
building roads, draining swamps, and developing
mines may of course find employment for any
number. Meanwhile, wherever they penetrate they
will bring security and employment to the black
races of the interior. These are now roughly
estimated for Central Africa alone at 100,000,000.
If they increase only at the rate of one per cent a
year during the twenty years that have been assumed,
the increase will be more than double the influx of
whites. If they multiply as the blacks in the